
To Bill- 

 

  First I would like to thank all my family, friends and church family for being here to honor the life of 

my loving husband. I know he's looking down from heaven smiling. Look, Bill, at all these people here that 

Love you and me!! 

 

I first met Bill 35 years ago. I met him at his job. He was just out of high school and was working 

at a CB radio shop. I also worked at the same place part time. A couple of years later the owner hired me 

full time as I was going through a divorce. I was going through a difficult time and Bill was my friend telling 

me that I would be okay. He became a good friend to me. He would take the time to come by my house 

and check on me and my two young children. As time went on our relationship developed into more than 

just a friendship. He not only fell in love with me, he fell in love with my children and they loved him. We 

dated for a year and became engaged and announced our engagement at the recommitment ceremony 

of his parents on their 25th wedding anniversary. Shortly after that his father passed away. Just before his 

father passed, I spoke with him and he told me he was happy Bill had me in his life. He knew I would take 

care of him the rest of his life. We were married a little over 12 years when Bill has a heart attack and 

open heart surgery. It was then Pastor Darrell and several church members came to the hospital and 

prayed for Bill to be healed. That's when  I realized that, thanks to people I didn't even know and Thanks 

to God, Bill was given a second chance at life. I realized that I needed God and those people to be part of 

my life. That's when I gave my heart to the Lord. 

Bill never totally recovered from his health issues. His health deteriorated little by little over the years. The 

last 5 years of his life were difficult for Bill, me and the rest of our family. He had been in and out of the 

hospital so many times. I want to thank my friends and church family for support during that time and 

thanks to my family especially his sister Lisa, who was always there for him and me!! 

 

I want to tell him I'm so sorry as there were times I wasn't always so nice to him and was having 

difficult times coping with his illness. Sometimes I felt like running away, but I would pray for strength to 

get through and we would continue on. 

 

Bill you were a wonderful loving husband for almost 30 years. You were a great loving and 

supportive father to children that were not your blood but you Loved them as if they were your blood. In 

your heart they were yours. They loved you the same way. You became a grandfather and loved every 

single one of those children so very much. 

 

I'm sad you were in so much pain especially the last several months. I wish the night you left me I 

could have told you that I love you. God took you so quickly. I believe he did that so you wouldn't have to 

be in pain any longer. I believe he took you so quickly for me too as I was suffering inside because I 

couldn't do anything for you to ease the pain or make you better. You are now completely healed in Jesus 

name!!! 

I miss you so much and I know you are with your Dad and Jesus and we as believers will get to see you 

again. 

 

I LOVE YOU BILL SIMMONDS!!!!!! 

             from your Loving Wife, 

 

SHANNON 


